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Cadman Asphalt Facility, Kenmore 
 

What is happening:  The asphalt facility in Kenmore has been producing asphalt since 1972 without any 
monitoring of emissions from the plant.  For a number of different reasons, the Puget Sound Clean Air 
Agency (PSCAA) is in the process of issuing a permit (for past violations) that would require emissions 
testing and other oversight.  PSCAA is seeking public comment on this permit, either at the public hearing 
April 18th, or written (by May 2nd 2022).  Links provided below.  This is your chance to influence the 
specifics of the permit. 
 
What you can do: Comment on conditions of the permit, and how having an asphalt/concrete plant in the 
middle of Kenmore, adjacent to Lake Washington, or beside the Burke Gillman Trail has affected your life. 
 
Firstly: If the smell or emissions of the asphalt production has been unpleasant or made you nauseous, if it 
has affected your residential life, or your shopping or visiting in Kenmore, or travelling down the Burke 
Gillman Trail (walking, jogging, biking), let PSCAA know how having an asphalt facility in a downtown 
region is incompatible with happiness and health .   If you are a business and you think that the asphalt 
facility may limit business traffic, let PSCAA know.   Provide your personal experience. 
 
Secondly: Comment on aspects of the permit.  Below are some points to consider.  Think about if your 
health and the health of the communities of North Lake Washington are being protected. 

The Permit provides emission testing for major toxics, within 90 days and every three years after:  
Emissions modeling suggests that emissions are within air standards for the community.  PSCAA 
indicates that the facility will not likely pose a significant health hazard. 
Much of this determination was based on modeled emissions. 
• Some feel that more frequent testing is needed to ensure that the facility is fully compliant with 

emission standards and that testing needs to be at random (unscheduled). 
The Permit provides for better record keeping of asphalt ingredients:  The use of unapproved 
asphalt ingredients (cutback asphalt) can result in high levels of toxics, such as volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs).  Required record keeping limits the chance of their use. 
• Some feel that testing of the actual ingredients on site from time to time would ensure that asphalt 

components are compliant with standards. 
The Permit requires Cadman to respond to odor complaints in a systematic way to limit odor 
impacts to the community:  The draft permit has a set protocol for responding to odor complaints from 
residents and business and visitors (Burke Gilman, Library, etc) in the immediate area of the facility. 
• Some feel that the public is largely unaware of their ability to complain.  It has been suggested that 

signage on the Burke Gillman be installed to inform people of how they can complain about odors.  
Similarly, the City of Kenmore could do more to educate people in this matter. 
 

Some people believe a health survey is warranted, the permit is vague on enforcement, does not make the 
consequences of non-compliance explicit.  With people’s health at risk, room for error should be very small.  
 
Let Your Voice Be Heard:   
Comment at the public hearing April 18 at 4 PM: Zoom:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87940110708, 
Meeting ID: 879 4011 0708 -- Passcode: 106048 -- 888 788 0099 US Toll-free 

Comment by email or write: Brian Renninger, Engineer, at Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, 1904 Third 
Avenue, Suite 105, Seattle, Washington 98101, faxed to the Engineering Manager at (206) 343-7522, or e-
mailed to PublicComment@pscleanair.gov by May 2, 2022. 
 
Find out more about the Permit:  https://pscleanair.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=111 
Or go to PERK (People for an Environmentally Responsible Kenmore), PerkinKenmore.org 


